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i RESURRECTION | entirely different light We claim that man’s birth in the 
7 4 A : sly 5 | Spirit is in consequence of that event in life which we call 
Report J proceedings, Sunday, September 24th, 1893, at the | death, We have to meet both the Christian and Materialist, 
Camberwell New Road Mecting-room. | and hold the balance midway between them. I view death 

Mu. Payne anid: Physical life and death are facts of which | 


as n physical destroyer, but as a Spiritual liberator also, 


we can cach take cognizance, but the resurrection is, to all | as the new birth in the spirit world and an awakening to 


intents and purposes, the first stop in the spiritual life of | many in the new condition of being. Take the position of 
man, The word resurrection does not aptly explain the thousands of people who tell you that when the body dies 
Spiritualist position; it conveys the impression, or is meant | there is an end of all being. That is one side of the picture. 
to do so—of “reliving,” and that to the Spiritualist is an | On the opposite side we find a more or less fervent belief 
error, because we only live once, Man is a trinity of body, | that at some time or other, accompanied or unaccompanied 
soul, and spirit, We ought to have put the spirit first; the | with the physical body, the individual will still live on, Our 
spirit—the divine spark, the individual conscious being, the position is that the body returns to the lower elements and 
ego, THE Man—thon the spiritual body or soul, and the | that the man, the indwelling principle which manifests 
physical body, We have spoken on the last two occasions | itself through the bodily organism, is provided for that other 
of the ego that works through the physical organism, but we | life with a spiritual body, “ Why seek ye the living amidst 
know that it is not of the body alone that this is done, but | the dead?” Well and truly can the Spiritualist respond : 
something within the organism, viz, the spirit-body, which is | „ They are not here, they bave risen.” The fact is obvious, 
like unto the physical; and when the spirit ceases to control | either the man dies and is incapable of further action or is 
tho physical body it manifests through the spiritual body. | raised out of the physical form to continued existence. It 
The spiritual and material bodies are co-existent, and are | was my privilege to see death, unaffected by the emotion 
never entirely separated from the body—in sleep life, for | which naturally accompanies the passing of a loved one to 
instance ; but those who have seen the spiritual body away | that higher life. Therefore L had the power to observe the 
from the physical, observe a cord like a fine streak of light | modus operandi. He was not one of the many who, after 
passing between the two organisms. When the severance of | the pleasures of life, pass away with all the comforts that 
this cord takes place, death ensues, We see the struggle for | human love can devise and obtain, but one of the failures of 
breath, and that is all, from a material standpoint. But | life, onc who went into the outer darkness to die, alone and 
while this change is taking place there is something more | unattended, no one to close hia eyes or sympathise with 
happening—the birth from the physical body into spiritual | him. Alone, so far as this world was concerned, to die, As 
© life. Spiritualism is the only religion which brings proof | the body became cold, from the extremitics there proceeded 
0 ositive of immortality. When death takes place the bodily au omanation, without definite shape at the onset, but, as 
‘are usually at their lowest ebb, Pain racks the being, | death did its work in the organism, there grew a spiritual 
and at that time the animal spirits, as we call them, are | body from the head of the man, an exact presentation of the 
4 despondingly low, and people dread the coming change. | man himself—a work not done by bands. Slowly but surely 
This is so, because Materialistic thought is so much more | the man came from the tomb of the body, a resurrection 
popular than Spiritualistic knowledge; and when the body | from the natural to the spiritual, and there, out of the poor 
is at its lowest ebb the man's theories sink into the back. | pain-racked body came a man as real as are you and I to-day. 
round, and unless he has the certain knowledge of spiritual | The action was 17 8 0 clear. It was no myth. It was 
ife, his Materialism and the consequent dread of death gains | simply and clearlya process of Nature that the man rose 
the ascendancy. We have, by patient research, found that | from the death house of clay, and illustrated the great possi- 
thore is, of a truth, a lifo beyond the grave. Get the proof | bilities of the spiritual growth and perfection, I want to 
of immortality which Spiritualism offers, and you will have | make my position clear to those who have no belief in a 
a priceless gift which far outweighs all other knowledge | spiritual world at all, as well as to those who assert without 
which this world can afford. (Hear, hear) It has given me | reasonable evidence that the spiritual world is real. We have 
a peaceful satisfaction which nothing else could give. I have | to realise that this man, deserted by the world, creeping 
frequently been asked, “What is the value of this know- | into an outhouse to die, is one of God's children. If we are 
ledge 1” Simply this, if there is a future life, we ought to | not children of God then by any stretch of imagination I 
know it, and, learning something of the conditions which | fail to understand why he, an outcast, shunned by the 
prevail, know how to prepare for it. There are many who | world, was helped and guided on his entry into tho spirit 
nss into the life beyond in entire ignorance of its laws, and | world. And here let me tell you that there were those in 
n their hopelessness have to learn as little children. I enjoy | the spirit who came and did what those in the body would 
this life, and hope, by assiduously trying to learn of the life | not do for him. Am I to believe that some are born to a 
beyond, that when the time comes I may be able, consciously, | state of life that others are incapable of reaching} I believe 
to take my part in the work of life hereafter, and not be | that, however base and degraded a man may be, if we only 
Z on others to show mo everything which I ought | knew how he came to be so, we would welcome him as a 
ba! plauso.) R brother. (Hear, hear.) After reading some extracts from a 
ni ison nd, t apog Christadelphian leaflet, entitled, “ Man, n decaying creature,” 
of Luke, treate abject of resurrection | the lecturer continued: With the advent of Spiritualism away 
standpoint, He the whole structure of Materialism, the material hell aud 
10 phrase “resurrection from 
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from which I gather that he has not entered heaven at all. 
(Laughter.) It is a matter for grave consideration that the 
majority of those who pass into the spirit world are as 
incapable of understanding as the child born on this earth. 
They were unfitted for the entry upon a higher plane of 
existence, simply by reason of not using the powers they 
possessed. Here I join hands with friend Dale with regard 
to the resurrection of the dead. We have each to look back 
and see that we have not led a dead life, and been dead in 
the midst of life. Here is salvation, and a resurrection ; 
for men have been terribly dead in the bondage which has 
fettered their very soul. We need no bishop to bless or 
curse us, Man is only responsible to his God; and the 
measure of that responsibility depends upon his knowledge 
of right and wrong. The churches lack sympathy, and have 
no demonstration of what Jesus taught. He told them to 
“Heal the sick and cast out devils,” but they have not even 
started to obey the mandate. (Hear, hear.) I hold that the 
position of the Church is untenable. The preacher takes 
down the Bible and tells the Materialist to look at the 
records of the past. “ Yes,” says the Materialist, and smiles. 
“ Where are the signs that are to follow them that believe 
You have not the credentials.” And he is right. The 
mission of Spiritualism is a clear one. We have to cut 
down the barriers which the Church has erected, and present 
mankind with a clearer knowledge of immortality, based upon 
proof which reason cannot fail to accept. (Applause). 


(Reported by H. Boddington.) 
— ħħ 
WHAT IS MAN? 


He is a bundle of contrarieties. He is good, he is bad. He 
is virtuous, he is vicious. He is kind, he is cruel. He is 
generous, he is avaricious, He is proud, he is servile. He 
is brave, he is cowardly. He is religious, he is superstitious. 
He has power to reason, he will not reason. He is credu- 
lous, he is incredulous. He is faithful, he is unfaithful. He 
is truthful, he is untruthful. He is wise, he is unwise. He 
loves, he hates. He is selfish, he is unselfish. 

All these various qualities are absolutely necessary for 
the production of man as we know him on this earth. With- 
out them he would not be man.“ What appears to be 
man’s duty in this case} Is it not obyiously to cultivate 
them all in due proportion so as to promote the greatest good 
both to himself and the community at large? and thus con- 
duce to the happiness of all. 

Let his badness be modified and kept in subjection by 
his goodness; his vices by his virtues ; let his generosity 
make his avarice become prudence, and his avarice restrain 


Let his credulity be moderated by his incredulity, no, 
blindly believing everything that he is told, nor even al 
that he has been taught from infancy upwards by his “pas. 
tors and masters,” nor even all that he sees from one point 
of view only—appearances are deceptive—but let him boldly 
walk round the object, and examine it from all points of 
view, and test by all the senses he possesses whether or no 
the thing be in reality what it professes or appears to be at 
first sight. Let bim not, on the other hand, give undug 
liberty to his incredulity, as this would lead him—as iş 
frequently the case—to say, “I do not, or will not believe 
this, that, or the other” about a thing spoken of; the facta 
as stated haying never been duly considered or examined by 
him ; or in reality he probably knows nothing about them, 
and therefore thinks he conceals his ignorance and exhibits 
his wisdom by expressing his unbelief This is a very usual, 
short, and convenient mode of disposing of the difficulty, but 
not a satisfactory one to a reasonable mind, g 

Man's faithfulness ought not to be the ruling power, only 
when he considers it to be to his own self. interest to be 50; 
neither should he be unfaithful when he considers such a 
course would promote his own worldly interest. It is a duty l 
he owes to society to be faithful in all things, but it is one 
which is too frequently neglected. Man is truthful, when he | 
thinks the truth best answers his own purpose. He approves | 
truth in others at all times, but he does not at all times 
speak it himself. His cowardice is the cause of much of his 
untruthfulness. A brave man dare at all times to speak the 
truth, as he knows it, when it is requisite for him to give his 
testimony. It is said that trade-lies are necessary; it may be 
so to those who are determined to be fraudulent and ignoble. 
Lies are so easily spoken that children learn the art at a 
very early age, but they frequently cause their authors much 
trouble. Truth is the shortest and best path to honour and 
security, and, could all of us be compelled to speak it at all 
times, the vice and misery, crime and poverty we so much 
complain of, would speedily disappear. 

Man is wise—too frequently only in his own self-conceit, 
nevertheless he may be considered to be wise, to a consider- 
able extent, when he endeayours to cultivate his natural 
abilities to the utmost of his power, in order that he may use 
them in the promotion of the welfare of the human family; 
but he is unwise, when he thinks that his wisdom is superior 
to that of any other person, and that he is the central pivot, 
whose welfare is of the utmost consequence, and that without 
him the world would be desolate. He is unwise, when he 
thinks that he does not lack much more wisdom, or that 
he must seek it to find it. He loves what gives him pleasure ; 
he hates what produces a contrary effect. The words “love” 
and “hate ” merely express the acme of the various degrees 
between a simple like and dislike, and the most intense 
exhibition of those feelings. A man may legitimately love 
all that is good, beautiful, and conducive to the welfare of 
humanity, and hate what hasa contrary tendency, He may 
love the individuals who endeavour to promote the former, 
but he should not hate but rather endeavour to reform the 
individual of whose conduct he disapproves. This love 
would produce a beneficial effect upon his own character and 

that of others, whilst hate would have a deteriorating effect 
upon both, 

Selfishness is necessary for the preservation of the indi. 
vidual ; it is when it is carried to an inordinate extent that 
it becomes hurtful, both to the individual and to so 
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OUR BIBLE CLASS. 

We have already shown from a number of passages that 
the word “angel” was applied to spirits and used inter- 
changeably with “man,” In the same way the word “Lord” 
was employed to designate living men, and it is now-a-days, 
and also used to indicate spirits and God himself. 

Undoubtedly words have various meanings, and during 
the lapse of time some words become obsolete, while new 
meanings are given to old words. It is therefore most diffi- 
cult to determine what the original meaning was of the 
words which are translated by our English terms, Lord, 
angel, and God ; especially is this the case when we find that 
the translators have used different words in some places for 
the same word in the original.“ Learned men differ widely 
in their definitions of words, and what can the unlearned do! 
Unless the context gives clear intimation of the sense in 
which the word is used the reader is bewildered, and even 
when the context is clear we are not sure it is right, as for 
instance in 2 Sam. xxiv., 1, we are assured that “the Lord 
moved David to number the children of Israel,” but in 1 
Chronicles xxi., 1, Satan is made responsible for influencing 
David. Which was it? We may cudgel our brains to no 
purpose, and after all, what does it matter? But it is most 
significant as an indication of the loose use of terms and the 
manner in which certain actions and motives were fathered 
upon God or the spirits, 

The words “messenger,” “leader,” and “spirit” will pro- 
bably be the nearest modern equivalents for “angel,” „Lord,“ 
and “God,” and hence the term “thus saith the Lord” 
really means thus saith the spirit-guide-lord or leader. “The 
angel of the Lord” is more correctly rendered, the angel 
from the Lord and means simply “messenger spirit.“ Liv- 
ing men were called Gods in Palestine, Greece and Rome, 
Tho term then did not mean, as it now does, the Supreme 
Ruler of the Universe, “there were Lords many and Gods 
many.” Family gods, tribal gods, tutelary gods. They 
were called gods to whom the“ Word of God” came. The 
t Word of God” here spoken of was not a written book, but 

+ the inspirational affatus, or the trance utterance, or the 
’ clairvoyant vision, or clairaudient hearing, or the warning or 
prophetic dream. The Lord said unto Moses, See, I have 
made thee a God unto Pharaoh, and Aaron thy brother shall 
be thy prophet.” Exodus vii., 1, 2. 

The Hebrews assumed that all good or exceptionally 
great powers were due to inspiration, so the terms God or 
Lord were used to signify the source of the idea, and spiri- 
) tual influence was what was meant. Paul was regarded by 

the barbarians as a God, Acts xxviii, 6; Psalm IXXXII., 6, 
| “T have said ya are gods”; and in 1 Corinthians viii., 5, “there 

be that are called gods, whether in heaven or in earth”; 
and John x., 34, “Ts it not written in your law, I said, Ye are 
gods?” Exodus xxii., 28 has it Thou shalt not revile the 
gods nor ourse the ruler of thy people.” And the woman of 
Endor says “I see a god [spirit] coming up out of the earth.” 

Undoubtedly very many things which in the Bible are 
attributed to God, and believed by many sincere Christians to 
have been the work of the All-Wise, Supreme Spirit, cannot be 
| rationally conceived to be true of him, As for instance, that 
God tried to kill Moses in an inn (lodging-house), or that Jacob 
wrestled with God successfully until his thigh was put out. 
Indeed it is difficult to credit the story at all, and it is 
‘abundantly clear that the idea entertained of “God ” differed 
om our convey the Supreme Spirit. 

N e days of David, and David 
band Jehovah 


that will I do for you. And they answered the king, The 
man that consumed us, and devised against us that we should 
be destroyed from remaining in any of the coasts of Israel, 
let seven men of his sons be delivered unto us, and we will 
hang them up unto Jehovah in Gibeah of Saul, whom 
Jehovah did choose. And the king said, I will give them, 
and they hanged them in the hill before Jehovah . . . and, 
after that, Jehovah was intreated [or pacified] for the land.“ 
(2 Sam. xxi.) And so the wretched old feud was settled by 
a series of most brutal murders, and the famine was removed, 
and Jehovah was content!“ 

Sir Samuel Baker will help us to understand upon what 
unstable grounds the claim “God spake these words and said,” 
or “Thus saith the Lord,” is based. In his work “Nile 
Tributaries,” he says, that the Arabs talk exactly in the style 
of the Old Testament, the name of God is coupled with every 
trifling incident in life, Shoulda famine afflict the country, it 
is expressed in the stern language of the Old Testament, “The 
Lord has sent a grievous famine upon the land.” If their 
cattle fall sick, it is the Lord who has done it. If they are 
prosperous, it is because God is with them, He says, that if 
in a dream a particular course of action is suggested, the 
Arab believes that God has spoken and directed him. The 
Arab writer would describe the event as the “voice of the 
Lord” having spoken unto him, or, God appeared to him in 
a dream and “said” (pp. 129, 131). 

Thus we find in the Bible that natural phenomena are 
attributed to the special intervention of Jehovab, as when an 
earthquake occurs it is said to be because of the Lord’s dis- 
pleasure (Num. xvi, 30, 32, 33). But if we employ Nature 
to interpret the book and discard its supposed supernatural 
character, it ceases to be divine and authoritative. Its 
miracles become the wild stories of misunderstood phenomena 
of Nature, owing to the ignorance and credulity of the age. 

Knowing this, how is it possible for any sensible man to 
refer the childish assertions of these Jewish tracts to the 
inspiration of the Infinite 

—ͤ— — 
THE LIFE BEYOND. 
EXPERIENCES OF A DISEMBODIED SPIRIT. 
CONTRIBUTED BY PHILO-VERITAS. 
(The following communication was received March 26, 1890.) 


W. M. P.: I am here to bear my testimony to the actuality 
of the scene that has been enacted in your midst, and in 
which you have been participating. I need scarcely say that 
I congratulate you, for such a term is not sufficient to express, 
my own feelings, and although I appear to have been inactive 
yet, nevertheless, I have been a most interested spectator; 
and the fact that I am permitted to come and speak with 
you while this commemorative festival is being consummated, 
should show that I also am honoured with a participation in 
the same, 

The form in which I am now—visible to your seer, I 
think—is not the same that I presented when I was with 
you on the last occasion. I then stated that I was conscious 
of a change that awaited me. Since then I have passed 
through the change, and I am now in a form that I cannot 
deseribe—seeing that you have nothing with which 1 can 
compare it—but I, nevertheless, am perfectly conscious that 
it is my own. I was conscious while undergoing the process 
of change of form and state, and I witnessed—so to speak— 
the fading away or dissolving of my former, and the evolve- 
ment and building up of my present form; and [ can now 
say, with a force and meaning, that I never understood before, 
that, “though I was dead, I am now alive for ever more.” 

How can I describe the beauty and power of my new 


form? Would that your language enabled me to use that 
which would permit you to form some conception of what it 
is like, but I cannot by this means give you anything like 
an adequate desoription, seeing that it infinitely transcends, 
both in 1 and actuality, the form from which it 
was evol 


You may remember that on a former occasion I told you, 
when awakening to consciousness—after passing from my 
ent | earthly body, I saw, but only for a few minues of time, a 

| feminine form who said she would come again; but I did not 

i 1 n She was tlie first 
w who greeted me after my transformation 
I have discovered the ultimate connection 
that binds that glorious Being and myself 


that quite recently, the source 
ae 4 7 8 SA sustains 
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it in its integrity. It is from the same Angelic centre ns 
that which flows to and through your forms, and it is this 
knowledge that attaches me to, and allies me with, the work 
that they and yourselves are engaged in; and therefore you 
will allow that my presence on the scene at this juncture is 


not inopportune. 
When in éarth-life I was fond of using, as a rhetorical 


flourish, the exclamation: Excelsior! Excelsior! Excelsior! 

and now I say: Forward! Forward ! Forward! for ever 

more. I must now say to you, dear friends, adieu ! 
(Continued March 30.) 

W. M. P.: How can I describe the joy that is mine in 
being called as one born out of due time, to participate in 
what the beauteous angel describes as—not a funeral ban- 
quet, but a festive banquet, in which I have participated as 
an invited guest? 

Seeing that I possess the power to consciously re-onter 
into my earthly remembrances and experiences, I will refer 
to one of them. You know that in my then official capacity 
as a minister in the church with which I was connected, I 
had to dispense the bread and wine at what was called the 
Lord’s table; and this rite was supposed to bea continuation 
of the feast inaugurated by the personal founder of 
Christianity, but as one of your ministrants more truthfully 
described, it was a funeral banquet, and its continuous com- 
memoration is supposed to keep in mind the departure of 
the one who offered up his own life as a sacrifice for the sins 
of the people of the whole world. This ceremonial was, and 
is perpetuated, under the impression and belief of myself 
and yast numbers of others who took part in the com- 
memorative service that the inaugurator, Jesus Christ, would 
come again, and make his second advent on the earth to 
complete the work that he left unfinished. 

I must admit the then possession of a very convenient 
hope that the promised and expected advent would not take 
place in my day, for I saw that many perplexing problems 
were involved, with which I did not care to be troubled, aud 
I found it more comforting and more conclusive to my own 
peace of mind, as well as for the continnity of that church- 
anic system, and especially for those who formed its admin- 
strative executive, to relegate the subject. to an indefinitely 

future generation, that might or might not witness its fulfil- 
ment. 

Since I have laid aside my external personality, the 
thoughts regarding such have not been present with me, 
for with that form the thought of the second advent of the 
chief personality in that funeral banquet was dissipated 
along with the external organism. It is mine now to say 
not “O blessed hope,” but “0 blessed actuality,” for I have 
entered into life and enjoyment—not of a last supper—but of 
an inaugural feast which I perceive commemorates and cele- 
brates the advent to earth of a mighty Paraclete, exemplified 
in the forms of angelic life, into whose presence and society 
1 have had the unspeakable felicity to be introduced. 

I will now give what was left unsaid on the prior occa- 
sions when I had the joy of consciously communing with 
i my present state I have the knowledge that I am 
with your spirits still embodied on the outer earth, as mine 
Was wh 1 an inbabitant thereon, like yourselves. 
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MY EXPERIENCES IN SPIRITUALISM, 1870 TO 1893. | 
By EDINA, 


IDENTIFICATION. 
Ir has been my invariable practice, as soon as our medium 
has informed us that any notable person now on the “other 
side,” and whose face and personal appearance were unknown 
to her had either appeared and spoken, or had controlled her 
to write, to procure a photograph or portrait of such person- 
age, and show it to the medium under strictly test conditions. 
Identification prompt and decisive on her part has been 
almost our invariable experience of these experiments, 1 | 
give one instance out of many. 

An eminent legal gentleman she never saw in earth life 
and whom I only knew by sight, was, after his demise, at my 
request brought to our house by my daughter's control, Prò- 
fessor Sandringham. He came one day when we were at 
lunch, spoke to my daughter, told his name, and gaye me a 
message which disclosed identity, He also promised to write, 
and has since done so thrice, giving the clearest possible evi- 
dence of identity. On the evening of bis first appearance the 
medium was, at my desire, taken by her mother to the Royal 
Scottish Academy Exhibition for 1890, where I was informed 
a portrait of the deceased was exhibited, Tt was their first 
visit that season. The catalogue was bought at the door, 
but was not examined, My wife did not know the person 
whose portrait was there, but she merely strolled through 
the gallery with our daughter to see what would happen. 
When walking along and looking at the pictures, our 
daughter suddenly said, “Mamma, there is Mr. ——, the 
gentleman who was in the dining-room to-day.” On 
examining the catalogue this was found to be the portrait” 
of the gentleman in question, which was painted by a leading 
Seottish artist. 

As regards photographs I specially note identification of 
these of Dr, Livingstone, Russell Lowell, Walt Whitman, Mof- 
fatt (the African Missionary), Cardinal Manning, John Howard 
Payne, ete. I also note the number of cases in which the 
medium identified the portraits of the several officers killed 
in the Afghan, Zulu, and Egyptian campaigns, which have 
been referred to in my articles on “Spirit Identity,” pub- 
lished in The Two Worlds, January to June, 1893. 

INTERNAL EVIDENCE, 

What we value most in automatically written communica- 

| tions from the other side is the internal evidence contained in 

| the messages got from departed friends or persons whose life 
and character have been known to us; and we have on many 
occasions found that statements made in the communications 
‘regarding past, present, or future events not kuown to the 
medium or to us have been completely verified on caroful en- 
quiry. In a countless variety of ways, impossible for me to 
specify, these messages have come home to us as being the 
utterances of departed friends, or of persons whose life his- 
tories are known to us, and demonstrate continuous and seu- 
tient existence beyond the grave; and they likewise testify to 
there being no change whatever in the personal characteristics 
of these communicators after they reach the other world, On 
more than one occasion I have had touching and grap 
accounts of the transition called death, and how little ofa 

“sting” or “wrench” there is in it, These are, however, 

| too sacred for publication, having in all instances been 
written for the information or consolation of friends 
‘side. In no instance have we found that these com 
tors regret the change from the earthly to tho s 


they inyariably describe it as one of great happiness 
1 s l 
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script or signature of the deceased, among which may be noted At this moment they lowered their voices, and for n short 
those purporting to come from an Edinburgh Writer to the | time {could not hear anything. When their words again 
Signet, our family doctor, a retired merchant, the parish | became audible, 1 heard the doctor saying — 

clergyman of C——, and two young boys who passed on a fow “Do you know, sergeant, the story that Mr, Harry Mars 
years ago, Hud I the means of comparing the carthly hand- | ton told us of some one pushing him over tho cliff struck mo 
writing of many of the military communicators, with whose | ns rather incredible. Do you think he has had anything to 
cases I recently dealt in Zhe 7% Worlds, under the hend | do with this attempt on his father’s life 1" 

of “Spirit Identity,” 1 have little doubt, in view of the Tho detective lnughed, 

marked variety and distinctive nature of some of the soripts “You can dismiss that idea from your mind at once, for 
in our possession, we would probably have found several of | in my opinion no suspicion whatever can attach to young 
these have been reproduced; but from the nature of the case 


Mr, Marston.” 
that is impossible, and I can only deal here with what “wo 
know.” 


“Tam glad to hear you say so, answered the dootor, 
regarding his companion attentively, as if he would look into 
— — 


his very soul. 
THE MYSTERIES OF RAVENSWOOD. 


The detective bore the scrutiny well, and thon spoke, 
By W. A. Carine. 


Ses here, Doctor Loyburn, you have given mo nome 
valuable information about what mesmerism can and cannot 
do, and, in return, I want to put you right about Mr. Hurry 

Cuarte XVIII. Marston, Those astral bodies vara Lam not particularly 
As I struggled to free mysolf, but with failing strength, | interested in, for if 1 can't got my haud upon their shoulders 
I heard his yoiee—which seemed fur away in the distance— | don't bother my head much about them, But about Mr. 
saying to the sergeant, p Harry Marston, I knew about his visit here on the very night 

“Quick ; keep him where he is. The man is dying.” he came, and, if I hadn't allowed it, he couldn't have come. 

As in a dream, I saw and heard all. ‘The doctor darted | For the last three nights my men have been posted wll round 

to the cupboard and took from it the bottle of medicine he | tho house, and nobody could come near it unless they permit- 

had given me the day before, He poured some in n glass, | ted them. This also lots you into the secret of how I know 

but as he was crossing the room he tasted it, and held it up | that the house was robbed from the inside, and that the ladder 

-to the light, In an instant ho laid it down on the table and | and broken window-pane were only blinds. You see T couldn't 
rushed out of the room. He quickly returned with another | tell you about Mr, Harry Marston without tolling you this 

bottle, and forced some of the contents down my throat. | other bit too, but I expect you to keep your own counsel aa 

Presently I revived a little, while the doctor stood anxiously | to all 1 have told you,” 
watching me. ‘Then he despatched a messenger for his 


0 > it wi i show,” said the 
assistant in tho village, and, after giving me a few more drops ee eee 
from the bottle, sat by my side in grave thought. 


doctor in a dejected tone, “but here comes my assistant; | 
5 7 d him to e I bac ye time,” 
e er ad ithe sergeatt, who was Búp- told him to come round by the back so as to suve time 
porting me. 


Saying this, he opened the French window, and the 
“ Poison !“ answered the doctor, laconically, and again -assistant entered. The doctor then rapidly looked over the 
U 


ie in e oom. various bottles and medical appliances that the assistant had 
After a short time the doctor said that it would be beat | brought in his bag, and turning to him said— 
to lay me on the couch, and there, accordingly, I was laid, in “These will do very well, Mr. Jevons, and I shall not be 
» spite of my feeble protestations that I was almost well again. | bome to-night.” 
I tried to rise, but all strength had deserted me, while L felt When the young mau had gone, the doctor came over to 
a strange numbness tingling in every limb. The doctor | me and said, in a cheerful tone— 
occasionally looked round at me, as he stood at the window “You feel a good deal better now, Colonel, don't you!” 
talking to the detective, and waiting for his assistant to come. I answered in the affirmative as I made an effort to rive, 
Now, whether or not my hearing was more acute than usual | but the doctor stopped me. 
T cannot say, but as they stood there I could hear nearly “No, no, you mustn't get up yet. I have got another 
every word that they were saying, though their voices were | little dose for you, and then you must lie still for u while 
hardly raised above a Whisper. Somehow, their words at | longer.” 
the time didn’t seem to interest me, and yet I found after- The ‘little dose” had a very disagreeable taste, and us 
wards that they had burned themselves indelibly into my | I made a face at it the doctor laughed, 
brain. I heard the detective say— “Now I can see that you aro getting better, for what E 
“Doctor, L am entirely to blame for this misfortune.” gave you at first had a worse taste than this, and yet you 
“What do you mean, sergeant? What have you got to | swallowed it as if you liked it,” 
| do with it?” As the said mixture had been forced down my throat ns 
This,“ said the sergeant; “I knew that the Colonel's | if a horse were being dosed, I could only smile at his transpa- 
rent fiction. 


„Come now, that is better, he said. 


“T can see that 


“You said you were going away for a change, so to-morrow 
I am going to carry you and Miss Clara off to Eastbourne.” 
hs “i heard you say something about it at the window,” I 


„ triumphantly, “and now you must remember what 
parsons tell us about the Bible. We are always to study 
f as well as the text, or we may be led away by 
i ü haven't heard the contest, 

u dou't tako care you 
with bell, book, and 
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MEDIUMSHIP: ITS CONDITIONS AND CULTURE. 


Ir seems to us that it is quite time the superstitious opinion 
that a medium must be an ignoramus so as to give better 
evidence of spirit action was discarded once and for all. The 
childish and irrational idea that a medium is, or should be, 
an irresponsible nonentity, and that ‘the dear spirits will 
do it all” is one that needs to be discredited and replaced by 
a more intelligent conception of the position and duties of 
mediums, The notion that mediums should not read, should 
not think, and ought not to endeavour to improve their 
minds, merely because they ure mediums, is a disastrous one. 
The consequences have been hurtful both to individuals and 
to the movement. We must bear in mind and enforce 
the fact that the exercise of mediumship should never be 
permitted to injure the health of body or weaken the will, or 
retard the development of the character of the medium. 

If it is true, as is constantly affirmed, that “we get 
what we make conditions for,” then ignorance, folly, credulity, 
and blind dependence upon ‘the spirits“ cannot by any 
possibility provide attractive conditions favourable for the 
manifestation of enlightened and wise spirit people. 

The day has gone by, we trust for ever, when we even 
think of spirits as infallible authorities, to be listened to with 
bated breath and accepted as spiritual dictators. While we 
accept them as “guides,” ‘preceptors,” friends and co- 
workers, listen to their advice and teachings and are thank- 
ful for their assistance and counsel, we decline to follow 
them blindly, or to render unthinking submission to their 
instructions, and no intelligent or well-meaning spirit will 
require such self-abnegation from a medium. We always 
suspect spirits, either in the body or out, who counsel 
mediums not to read, not to reason. We regard it as the 
duty every one owes to himself to strive to develop al“ his 
faculties, to seek the aid of teachers and experienced people, 
embodied or disincarnate, and thus bring ont by effort and 
exercise the power of mind and spirit, become more rational, 
more responsible, more capable, and more worthy. 

The utility of “training,” the value of education (not 
cramming) to the individual and the race is unquestioned by 
observant and thoughtful people. Development” is only 
another name for education, viz., the bringing out of the 
powers of mediumship by repeated trial; continuous ex- 
periment. The power of spirits is limited. We now know 
that they are not supernatural beings, and cannot work 

“miracles.” hey are subject to law, and can only execute 
their plans and outwork their p in accordance with 
‘their own knowledge and the conditions which we provide 
for them to work through. Improve the conditions and 
better results will follow. Give thom healthy, active, 
enlightened and earnest mediums, and they will be able to 
manifest themselves more fully and more freely through 
such agents. The better the instrument the more success- 
fully will the trained player be able to produce the ravishing 
strains of harmony. ut no matter how capable the player 
may be, if the instrument is unstrung, or untuned, or badly 
fasuioned, he is at a disadvantage, and cannot possibly 
‘exceed the ilities of his piano or vi 


We now know that as regards the major portion of trance 
or inspirational spoakers the spirit does not oust the medium 


and take full “possession” of his brain and body, does not 
provide or dictate the very words to be used, save in ye 
exceptional cases, but acts by impression or suggestion, and 
stimulates, incites, or quickens and intensifies the powers of 
the medium. ‘The spirit cannot create abilities the medium 
does not possess, nor can he exceed the range of what is pos- 
sible to the medium if cultured, although he may cause the 
“ sensitive” to transcend his ordinary normal abilities. 

We now know that while spirit operators may “inspire” 
mediums and prompt them to utter great thoughts, may 
“suggest” certain ideas to and “impress” the medium with 
lofty conceptions, yet the spirit does not absolutely deter- 
mine the exact phrases or terms in which those thoughts and 
ideas shall be clothed. Neither is the spirit responsible for 
the pronunciation, the elocution, the grammar, the logic, nor 
the composition; consequently a cultured and spirituali 
enlightened spirit is at a great disadvantage when he seeks 
to express his thoughts through a medium who is not 
educated in these departments of knowledge. Hence the 
need for improving the conditions by the medium’s self- 
culture, 

In the same manner clairyoyants are frequently at a loss 
to make their meaning clear, for Jack of suitable words or 
want of knowledge of the correct term to employ in deserib- 
ing what they see. The listeners are often amused with so- 


called “descriptions” of spirits which do not “ describe,” 
because general terms are employed, and not infrequently 
words are incorrectly applied. 
indispensable (to a medium who can clairvoyantly see 
into the bodies of the afflicted) is a knowledge of anatomy, 
physiology, and therapeutics, to enable him or her to give a 
correct and comprehensible diagnosis of the state of the 
interior of the patient. 
scribe herbal or other remedies ought to have at least a 
pretty full store of knowledge of herbs, their qualities and 
uses. A medical botanist of our acquaintance assured us 
not long since that he had been requested to “ make up” 
prescriptions given to sufferers, which were worse than use- 
less, and he pleaded that mediums ought to know, of them- 
selves, sufficient of the nature of herbs to be able to judge 
whether the remedies proposed were likely to be serviceable 
or not. 


How useful—nay, how 


In like manner mediums who pre- 


Mediums, alas! in too many instances, do not take suf- 


ficient interest in the improvement of their own minds, or 
even in providing the best conditions for the exercise of 
their mediumship. They are often careless or indifferent, aud 
seem to think that all they have to do is to “sit.” Sit like 
an empty bottle to be filled; like an unresponsive machine to 
be started and stopped by spirits at their will and pleasure. 
So long as this indifference, this apathy, this misconception 
of the nature of mediumship and the duties of mediums con- 
tinues, so long shall we have to bear as best we can the 
slings and arrows of criticism and the scarcastic ridioule and 
scoff of critics who fail to make allowances, 


We are fully conscious of the good which has been 


accomplished by the mediums who have toiled and suffered, 
often under great disadvantages, and with steadfast loyalty, 
We freely acknowledge their bravery and fidelity, recognis- 
ing that they did the best they could under the conditions 
in which they were placed. 
that our “best” often falls short of the “best possible,” and 
realise that there is great room for improvement in all of us, 
We write a8 a medium of mediums with the kindest feelings 
towards “oue and all,” not in a spirit of fault-finding, but 


We also recognise, however, 


with a desire to encourage them, to stimulate to improye- 
ment. We are often conscious of our own shortcomings, 
and strive to amend them, Enquirers and would-be 
mediums, or those who are undergoing developmont, often 
come to us for counsel, hence we feel the need for the above 
friendly warning and advice, 


— — 
PROFESSOR WILLIAM CROOKES’ POSITION, 


Antone the letters read before the Psychical Congress in open 
session, perhaps nothing was more significant than an extract 
given of a private letter from Professor Crookes to Professor 
Coues, regarding the present attitude of the former eminent 
scientist toward psychical phenomena and their interpreta 
tion. This declaration was greeted with acclamation by tho 
vast audience, some of whom had doubtless hoard injurious 
reports to the effect that Professor Crookes had found reason 
to change his mind and repudiate some of his former pub- 
lished statements, That this is not true is evident from the 
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following unmistakeable words, which speak for themselves | 


and require no comment. 
cory, | 
7, Kensington Park Gardens, London, 
July 27, 1893. 

My Dean Proressor Coves, I vou hear any 
rumours that I have backed out of the subject because I have 
found out that I was taken in, or in some other way found 
reason to disbelieve my former statements, you have my full 
authority—nay, my earnest request—to meet them with my 
full denial. As far as the main facts and statements I have 
recorded in the different papers I have published on the sub- 
ject of the phenomena of Spiritualism, I hold the same belief 
about them now that I did at the time I wrote, I could not 
detect at the time any loophole for deception in my test 
experiments; and now, with the experience of nearly twenty 
years added on to what I then knew, I still do not see how it 


was possible for me to have been deceived. Read my recently | 


published “Notes of Séances with D, D. Home,” and the in- 


troduction to these “Notes,” and you will see what my pre- 
sent attitude of mind is. 


With kind regards, believe me, 
Very sincerely yours, 


Wiuram CROOKES, 
—From the Religio-Philosophical Journal. 


— — 


THE PARLIAMENT OF THE WORLD'S RELIGIONS. 


Cmcaco has witnessed one of the most striking object lessons | 


that has marked the progress of religious toleration, Such 
a gathering as occurred last month, when not only Catholic 
and Protestant forms of Christianity but representatives of 
the Oriental systems of faith all met on terms of equality— 
Judaism, Mohammedanism, Hinduism, Buddism, Parseeism, 
Shintoism, Confucianism, and others, has never before been 
witnessed, and would not have been possible at an earlier date 
or under different circumstances. It is surely a happy sign 
of the times, and one which Spiritualists as lovers of truth 
and workers for progress and human brotherhood should 
hail with glad acclaim. In an admirable address of welcome, 

o Rey. John Henry Burrows showed the place and value of 
the fundamental fact of all religions by 


Spiritualism as 

declaring — 

Tt seems to me that the spirits of just and 

this assembly, I believe that the spirit of Paul is here, the zealous 

missionary of Ohrist, whose courtesy, wisdom, and unbounded tact 
eat when he preached Jesus and the resurrection beneath 
Ë the Parthenon, spirit of wise and human 


I believe the 


n he met the delegates from Japan and from Indin 
ns of human brotherhood had reached 
the globe.” The spirit displayed was ex. 
e papers read were of a high intellectual 
t, The speakers aimed to 


men hover over 


spread in Japan,” he said, “when in 188 7 the Christian missio 


tho country, 
intended to mica bey 
caused the prohi 

brought riot, bloodshed and rebellion iu ite train. Verily, it had 


brought, instead of peace, a sword. The government was forced to 
drive out the Christian 


the audience of 4000 men aud women—most of themselves Christians — 
rose to their foot and cried “Shame 1" 


The high priest of Shinto said his doctrines taught 
something very similar: 


All animate and inanimate things were born from one Heavenly 
Deity and every one of them has its particular mission, so we ought to 
love them all and also to respect the various forme of religion in the 
world. They are all based, | believe, on the fundamental truth of 
religion, the difference is only in the outward forming influence, by 
variety of history, the disposition of the people and the physical con- 
ditions of the places where they originated ; as it is impracticable now 
to combine them into one religion, the religious ought at least to banish 
hostile feeling and try to find out the common truth, what is worthy 
in all forms of religious thought, and to unite their strength in search- 
ing for the common objects of religion, 


This noble priest added: 


Now then, my earnest wish is this, that the time shall come when 
all nations on the earth will join their armies and navies with one 
accord, guarding the world asa whole, and thus prevent preposterous 
wars with eachother, They should also establish a supreme court in 
order to decide cases when a difference arises between them. In that 
state, no nation will receive unjust treatment from another, and every 


nation and every individual will be able to maintain their own rights 


and enjoy the blessings of Providence, 


When these words were read, this high priest of Japan 
sat quiet and dignified in his robes of silk, bowing graciously 
in response to the generous demonstrations of approval. 


Men waved their hats, and women their handkerchiefs, in 


wildest enthusiasm. Surely here is a work which our highly- 
paid bishops might take up with a will, and use their influence 
in the House of Lords to carry out this wise suggestion, 
even though it is made bya Pagan. An almost equally 
enthusiastic reception was accorded to a Buddhist priest, who 
set forth the reasons why Japan was unwilling to accept 
Christianity. These priests recognise that the injustices 
wrought by Christian missionaries and nations in their treat- 
ment of Japau were unauthorised by any word of Jesus, and 
did not, as so many Christian writers do when they speak 
of heathenism, hold the religion responsible for all the 
crimes and shortcomings of its followers, nor did they com- 
pare all the good in their countries with all the evil in 
Christendom. Here is a lesson Christiaus might learn even 
in their treatment of Spiritualism. 

We have, in the above, summarised a report given in that 
most excellent paper Zhe Meligio-Philosophical Journal (a 
paper, by the way, which ought to circulate by thousands in 
this country; every issue is full of matter of great value; it 
maintains a high standard of excellence and fully deserves 
its name), and we clip the following from Zhe Progressive 
Thinker, reprinted from Zhe Chicago Tribune. 

“Shame! shame!” cried 300 voices, Four thousand men and women 
were on their fest. The great hall of Columbus shook with applause, 
At the centro of the platform stood a slender and delicate-looking 
Japanese priest. His voice trembled with the fervour of his feeling, and the 
strange robes of his office were forgotten in the eloquence of his utter- 
ances. He is a priest of the Shinto sect, and he was speaking of “the 


ronl attitude of Japan towards Christianity.” „Christianity was widel 
m 


y 
narios, com» 
bined with their couverte, caused a tragic and bloody rebellion ayainat 
Tt was understood at the time that these missionarica 

te Japan to their own country, It was this which 

ition of Christianity in Japan. Christianity had 


missionaries in self-defence.” It was then that 


hristianity, but it was nob 
the in, 4 


and await further 


y of oppression from a 
s who listened as a 
the le 
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which they represent. Ina Christian land the disciples of the great 
Buddha are to do missionary work. As a result of yesterday's meeting 
it may at least be said safely that many professing Christians will lose 
something of their dogmatism, and be able to see the good, the true, 
and the beautiful in other and more ancient schools and systems of 
philosophy. 

The effect of this Congress cannot fail to be profound and 
far-reaching. The priests will return to their own countries 
with broadened views and sympathies, and the Christians 
will see that Paganism represents sentiments and a spirit 
unsurpassed in Christian lands. People who read the reports 
will wonder why we send missionaries to countries whose 
priests are so learned and devout; so just and full of prin- 
ciple, of charity, and tolerance. Reformers, everywhere, 
who have protested against the narrowness of creeds and the 
aggressiveness of sectarianism, and have pleaded for recog- 
nition of truth and goodness as well as elements of error in 
all religious systems, will be greatly satished in seeing this 
approximate realisation of their wishes. 


S 


CRITICAL HISTORICAL REVIEW 


THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY. 
i (Continued from page 477.) 

Mr. Hopasons’ report minutely examines the different phenomena 
related in Mr. Sinnett's Occult World,” and establishes fraud in every 
instance. The widely published case, in which a lost brooch was re- 
turned to Mrs. Hume by Madame Blavatsky in an occult manner is 
easily solved, in view of the evidence that Madame Blavatsky had the 
brooch in her possession a short time before the trick was accomplished. 
The saucer needed to complete the number required at a picnic, and 
which was found by digging in the ground at a place indicated by 
Madame Blavatsky, is readily explained by the fact that it had been 
placed where it was found by a confederate, while, as was the case in so 
many of her tricks, the circumstances and conversation were cunningly 
led up by Madame Blavatsky to the production of the miracle. 

Her correspondence with Madame Coulomb proved pre-arrangement 
and fraud were practised in her tricks with cigarette paper. A torn 
paper was secreted somewhere by her or one of her confederates. A 
similar paper was torn in a similar manner, in the presence of the one 
for whom the trick was done, and the Madame stated that she had sent 
it occultly to the place where the second paper was hidden. Proceeding 
to that place the latter was found, which the dupe supposed to be the 
same paper that he saw torn. 

Professor Elliott Coues ab one time investigated Theosophy 
thoroughly, and in 1890 published in the New York Sun a scathing 
exposé of Madame Blavateky's career and that of the society, procured 
from the editor of the Christian College Magazine the original 
letters of H. P. B., and other documents obtained by him from Madame 
Coulomb, including very important letters of Madame Blavatsky’s 
which have never been published. Professor Coues has permitted me 
to examine these papers, and I am thus enabled to confirm the truth of 
what Mr. Hodgson has published thereanent. 3 

Plagiarism is a marked characteristic of the writings alike of 
Madame Blavatsky and of the Mahatmas, In “ Isis Unveiled” I have 
traced some 2,000 passages copied from other books without credit. 
Her "Secret Doctrine” is permeated with similar plagiarisms. The 
“Voice of Silence,” claimed to be a translation by her of a Tibetan 
work, is a compilation from various Buddhistic and Brahminical works 
—a wholesale plagiarism. The “Book of Dzyan,“ another bogus trans- 
lation of an alleged ancient work, is also a compilation from various 
uncredited sources—all of them 19th century books. I have traced to 
the books whence copied in the writings of the Mahatmas in 
“The Secret Doctrine,” while the letters of the Mahatmas to Messrs. 
Hume and Sinnet contain many passages copied uncredited from books, 
also traced by me to their sources. A letter to Mr. Sinnett from Koob 
Hoomi, published in the “ Occult World” was copied bodily, with a few 
yerbal alterations, from an address of Henry Kiddle, published in the 
Boston Banner of Light a short time before Koot Hoomi (1) wrote the 
letter. All the doctrines wry Re H. P. B. and the adepts, including 
minutia and details, are “borrowed” from the writings of others, 
‘There is nothing original anywhere in Theosophy, except the distortion, 
perversion, garbling, and misstatements inherent in its literature, as 
presented by the Mabatmas and Madame Blavatsky. 

Mr. Hodgson shows, in his report that among Madame Blavatsky’s 
confederates was a Hindu usually called Babajee D. Nath, but whose 
real name was S. Krishnaswami, On September 30, 1892, this Babajee 
made a confession of his experiences with the Theosophical leaders, 


OF THE 


B0 -declared to be true, in the name of Parabrahm and the Hindu 

criptures, Ihave a copy of that and it confirms Mr, 
Hodgson's conclusions, and reveals a muss of depravity sickening to 
contemplate. He says he became completely under the influence of 
H. P. B. and Damodar, and he attested as true whatever they told him. 
H, P. B. gave him a letter from Koot i, telling him that he was a 


‘Madan: i Blavatsky write Mahatinu letters, 
which he fo 


D 0 


2 Iyer, Babajee D. Nath, 


y | adduced, in detail, of the statements made. 
y | could alone be pre ; 


in personating the Mahatmas, Madame Blavatsky’s Hindu gervant, 
Babula, aud others, used to personate the Mahatmas in these costumes, 
This did not fall to him (Babajee) on account of his short stature. T 
Stubba Row and A. J. Cooper-Oakley also discovered the fraud, and 
resigned from the society, as did M. M. Chatterji, the Gebhards, and 
others. Numbers of post peons were bribed in India to allow H. P, B, 
to open the letters, which was done by thin iron rods heated being 
passed through the flaps of the envelopes. Being opened, Mahntma 
letters in blue or red pencils were inserted, or remarks pencilled on the 
letters themselves. Accompanying his confession, Babajee submitted 
letters and documents confirming the truth of his statements. 

Not long after the Coulomb-Hodgson exposé, Damodar disappeared, 
and he has not since been seen. It was claimed that he had gone to 
Tibet, though some assert that he is dead. It is admitted by the 
Theosophical leaders that Damodar was guilty of much trickery and 
duplicity in Mahatmic matters; and in an alleged letter from Koot 
Hoomi, which Col. Olcott says he received June 7, 1886, the Mahatma 
says that Damodar had taken part in “many questionable doings . 
bringing disgrace upon the sacred science and its adepts.“ As Damodar 
and H. P. B. worked in conjunction, this is tantamount to confession of 
H. P. B's guilt, 

Since the death of H. P. B., Annie Besant and others have received 
alleged letters from Mahatmos Koot Hoomi and Morya. Who wrote 
them? Ina letter to Annie Besant from M. M. Shroff, Secretary of the 
Bombay Theosophical Lodge, April 2, 1892, Mr. Shroff says that Brother 
W. Q. Judge is “strongly suspected of having forged all along letters 
in the name of the Masters after H. P. B/s departure. H. S. Olcott, 
B. Keightley, and Edge are absolutely convinced that Judge forged 
these letters, and has been duping and deceiving poor Annie!” 

In Mrs. Besant's reply, of April 22nd, she says, “ I know that Col, 
Olcott has made random statements to that effect [that Judge forged 
the letters], as he made random statements about H. P. B. committing 
frauds.’ In Mr. Judge’s reply to Mr. Shroff, in this matter, he says 
that Olcott should be asked for the proof of the charges against him 
[Judge], “ for he is the one who has given them out and is their sole 
author.” In a letter of Mr. Shroff to Annie Besant, July 15, 1892, he 
sends copy of a telegram sent by S. V. Edge to B. Keightley, at Dar- 
jeeling, May 11, 1892, as follows: “Red pencil lines business [that is, 
Mahatma letters) have reached Annie’s ears. What can be done} 
Colonel, yourself, must write some conciliatory letters. Look sharp, 
Reply.” Whether Mr. Judge wrote the letters or not, and I have no 
knowledge thereanent save the above-cited opinions of Olcott and others, 
these facts prove that Col. Olcott has distinctly charged Mr. Judge with 
their production, and that Messrs, Keightley and Edge, the leading 
Theosophists in India at the time, are implicated in the making of this 
charge. It is asad commentary upon the universal brotherhood and 
altruism which the Theosophical Society vaunts as its primary basis of 
action and endeavour, that the President of the Society should, rightly 
or wrongly, charge his duly-elected successor to the presidency with the 
heinous offence of forging letters in the name of the holy Masters—the 
alleged founders and sustainers of the Society, and the fountain-head of 
all its inspiration and knowledge. 

Consequent upon the publication of the Hodgson report, the pro- 
duction of phenomena was tabooed in the Theosophical Society; and 
since then the occultic marvels of the Mahatmas, Madame Blavatsky, 
and Damodar have ceased. Save an occasional letter from one or other 
of the adepts, said to have been received by the Theosophic leaders, no 
sign of their existence, or of the possession by them or H. P. B. of 
occult power, has been given. The psychical fraudulence till then ram- 
pant in Theosophy was effectually killed by Mr, Hodgson, 

It is generally admitted that since the Coulomb-Hodgson exposé 
the Hindu Theosophists, as a rule, have abandoned faith in Madame 
Blavatsky and the Mahatmas ; and, as is asserted by prominent Hindus 
in the Society, the Indians remaining in it do so because they regard 
Theosophy as a revival of Hinduism, ‘The Coulomba," says N. D, 
Khandalawala, in letter to B. Keightley, September 8, 1890, “may be 
said to have given almost the death-blow to the Theosophical movement 
in India.” In a letter of H, P. B., sent to India by the hand of B. 
Keightley in 1890, entitled “ Why I do not return to India,“ and which 
was suppressed for prudential considerations, the Madame says that 
since her departure from India “devotion to the Masters. . . has 
steadily dwindled away,” and belief in their existence has been shaken 
in some, and is positively denied by others, “With the exception of 
Col, Olcott, every one seems to banish the Masters from their thoughts 
and their spirit from Adyar, Every imaginable incongruity was con- 
nected with these holy names, and I alone was held responsible for 
every disagreeable event that took place.“ “The Masters aud their 
spirit are virtually banished.” 

It is significant that the very cream of the Theosophical movement 
has discovered or admitted the practice of fraud in psychic phenomons 
by H. P. B., Damodar, and others, Prominent among those who have 
discovered some of the impositions practised are the following named, 
all of whom have been or are active workers in Theosophie propaganda, 
Many of thom have quitted the society in disgust, Some remain in it 
still Some, 9 85 among the latter, do not claim that all of tho 
1 were fraudulent, but that the genuine were supplemented 

the fraudulent: Col. A. 8. Olcott, Dr, Franz Hartmann, Allen 0. 
Hume, T. Subba Row, Prof. Elliott Coues, Mabel Collins, Richard Harte, 
E. Douglas Fawoett, A. J, Cooper-Oakley, O. C. Massey, A. P. Sinnett, 
Countess Wachtmeister, Anna Kingsford, Dr. George Wyld, Franz and 
Aline Gebhard, W. T. Brown, Mohini M. Chatterji, Mons, and Mme. 
Coulomb, M. M. Shroff, Dr. J, K. Daji, Mra, Emma Hardinge-Britten 
Dr. R. B, Westbrook, Mrs. Isabel de Steiger, N. D. Khandalawala, 
Tookaram Tatya, A. D. Ezekiel, B. J. Padshah, P. R, Venkatarama 


In addition, we have now Bertram Keightley and S. N. Hae ae 
‘ciated with Olcott in the charges made by him of fraudulent Mahatmio 
writing since the death of iP B. F 

The limitations of this paper would not permib of proof being 

A summary of result 
ould alone ted, Conclusive proofs, however, of o 
date repay eects cea e se 
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Summing up the results of this inquiry, it is seen that the preten- 
tions of Theosophy to the possession of a large mass of the most remark- 
able genuine paychio phenomena of the century, together with the true 
philosophy of their production and of the nature and causes of all the 
varied classes of phenomena the consideration of which has devolved 
upon this Congress, have been proved baseless in whole and in part. A 
careful examination of the entire cireuit of psychic phenomena connected 
with Theosophy, and of the so-called philosophy put forth in the name 
of the mythical Mahatmas, fails to disclose a single genuine psychic fact 
of value, excepting perhaps the possession and exercise by Madame 
Blavatsky of marked hypnotic power on various occasions, in the 
furtherance of her echemes—“ psychological tricks“ or “glamour,” to 
use her own language; while, as regards the philosophy, not one new 
idea or doctrine, commending itself aa worthy of serious scientific con- 
sideration, has, in my opinion, been presented, From first to last, as 
far as is concerned the advancement of rational scientific research upon 
the important problema in present-day psychic manifestations awaiting 
solution at the hands of science, L am convinced that Theosophy has 
been and is a signal failure; and in the future, as in the past, we can 
hardly expect from it any light upon the momentous questions engaging 
the attention of thia Congress. 
San Francisco, Cal, 


$11, CAMBERWELL New Roap.—Morning, a good attendance, Mr. 
Dale, and a control through Mr. Long (Douglas), spoke on “ Casting out 
Devils.“ In the evening, Mr. Payne read “ Paul's account of his con- 
version as narrated by him in his defence before Agrippa," Mr. Long 
dealt thoroughly with the matter as a natural circumstance, nob in any 
way miraculous, and compared event after event in the story of Paul's 
experience with Spiritual experiences of this age. His whole argument 
showed the similarity of so-called miraculous events recorded in the 
Bible with the Spiritualists’ experience, and the absurd position of those 
who profess to believe those records and yet oppose and denounce 
to-day as devilish what they affirm was the glory and salvation of a 
bygone age and evidence of God's dealings with map, A special general 
meeting on Sunday, 22nd inst., at 8-30 p.m., to consider the proposed 
new basis and rules of the society, and to arrange future plans for work. 

Forrest Hiv, 22, Devonshire Road.—Our rooms were crowded, 
the day having been set apart for Harvest Thanksgiving. “The 
harvest is plenty but the labourers are few.” The society is now in ita 
fifth vear, and there is great work ahead which must be done. Many 
friends contributed and assisted in decorating our little temple with 
flowers, fruits, and other products, which gave the whole a charming 
appearance. Miss Young's guide gave a touching description of the 
right fellowship of man, as seen from the spirit side, She also gave 
some of her marvellous experiences of the flight of the spirit body, this 


in her normal state. Norman McLeod then controlled Mrs. Bliss and | 


gave a beautiful suitable address, He spoke of the grandeur of the 
fruits of the earth, and besought us to realise the wondrous fruit that 
is to be gathered in the“ Harvest Home Above,“ Speaking upon the 
return to earth, he said : “ As in course of time we ascend to the higher 
spheres we lose the language of the plane we once inhabited, so that 
there is at times, in controlling, a little difficulty to call back remembrance, 
In the glorious fields of eternity that perfect harvest is consummated 
and is 1 1595 ex jon,” Little Flossie Bliss also controlled, and 
spoke in sweeb childish faith of her beautiful home, The music went 
well, and a duet and anthem were kindly rendered by Mrs. Gunn, our 
presidan and Mrs. Leuty Collins. Everyone ebend gratified and 

ppy. We trust indeed that this first uplifting of thanks to Almighty 
God among the S.E, London Spiritualists may be taken up by all who, 
haying the light, should let it show before mon. Thanks were expressed 
to all who had taken part in the festival, which is to be continued on 
Thursday next.—J. B, hon. sec, \ 

Kina's Cnoss.—Mr, Percy Smyth gave an eloquent address on 
“The Body the Temple of God,” answering several questions at the 
close, Several others spoke, NextSunday at 6-45, Out-door work on 
Clerkenwell Green at 11-80, several speakers, 

Manriznoxz. 86, High Street.—Morning, Mr. W. Glendinning, of 

ol, kindly presided, and related some of his many very interesting 
ism, clearly showing how carefully and patiently 
oving the reality of Spintualistic 


s, eloquent in its simplicity and earnestness, | 


ea eee Mr. which doubtless 
imship and | 
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description of the spirit friends given, bub in some instances surrounding 
circumstances were described. Thus, in one case, a careful delineation 
of an old lady was clinched by the statement that before her death she 
had given a book to the member of the audience to whom the description 
referred, Another striking example was the case of a sailor who it was 
stated had met his death by drowning. This was promptly recognised. 
The chairman pointed out what a coxent proof of the truth of Spirit 
ualim was afforded by the clairvoyauce given. Here was u lady, a 
stranger to London, giving a description of the deceased relatives aud 
friends of persons unknown to her, and withal stating a number of facts 
connected with the individuals described. He closed with a fervent 
invocation to the Divine power. Next Sunday, Oct. 15, quarterly tea 
at 5, meeting at 7, Mr. Everitt, chairman, Mies Vincent, Mrs. Treadwell, 
and Mesara, Cooper, C. I. Hunt, Sutton, Edwards, White, and Smyth, 
speakers ; tickets 9d. Monday evening, Mrs. Greon’s controls gave an 
address on “ Spiritualism" and clairvoyant descriptions, 9 out of 13 being 
recognised, This was the night generously set apart by Mra. Green for 
the benefit of Mrs. Spring, and despite the exceptionally severe weather 
£1 63. Gd. was collected, the friends present being most liberal. 
Suernenps’ Bus. 14, Orchard Rond, Askew Road.—A good 
meeting of friends welcomed Mr. W. Oakes, of Birmingham, whose 
guides delivered a powerful discourse upou “ The Basis of Immortality,” 
and gave successful psychometry, all being recognised, Oct. 22, Mrs, 
Spring. A special séauce by Mrs. Mason, Thursday, Oct. 19, at 8 p-m., 
on behalf of Mrs, Spring, the well-known medium, who ia in great need 
of help. Tickets 1s., of Mr. Mason. — J. H. B. 
WaUrnausrow. 18, Clarendon Road, Hoe Street.— The guides of 
Mr. Ronald Brailey discoursed on “ Resurrection,” and showed the 
fallacy of the doctrines held by the Church and sectarians of the 
resurrection of the body, proving that the Eternal Father bestowed 
upon His creation bodies suitable to their surroundings, a material body 
for a material world, a spiritual for a spiritual world. 
poem Truth.“ Clairvoyance at the close.—Cor, 


PLATFORM RECORD. 


[Reports must be as brief as possible and delivered at this office by the 
rnst post on Tuesday to secure insertion, Correspondents are 
respensible for the statements they make, not the Editor.] 


Inspirational 


ARMLEY, Mistress Lane, — Mre. Jarvis guides did excellent 
service, naming the infant son of Mr. and Mrs. Farnsworth, giving the 
spirit name “Truth.” The prayer offered for the parents and child 
was very impressive. Evening: An eloquent discourse on “ Spirit, 
what is it! which gave great satisfaction to large audiences. Speakers 
pissas send open dates to Mr. H. Brett, 28, Harrow Street, Tonge Road, 

Vortley, Leeds. 

AsHrox.— Mr. J. Sutcliffe discoursed on “ What has Spiritualism 
Revealed!” and “ Chronic Hypocrisy.” Psychometry very good. 

ArTercLirre.—Oct. 1 : Grand day with Mr. Tom Bamforth. Au 
exceedingly able open-air address on Poverty: Its causes At 
night his guides answered questions from the audience most efficiently. 
8: Harvest thanksgiving services, Our hall was beautifully decorated, 
friends—not all being Spiritualists—having given time, fruit, vegetables, 
Ke. Mr, C. Shaw spoke ably. Surely our cause must be creating an 
impression. 9: Social evening, a number of songs, etc. Fruit, 
vegetables, ete, were sold ; the proceeds go to a fund for free breakfasts 
for destitute children. 

BirmincHam, Union, Masonic Hall.—Dr. Baldwin presided. Mr. 
E. W. Wallis lectured on “Spiritual Growth,” and “The Basis and 
Claims of Spiritualism,” when the hall was filled to its utmost capacity 
with interested listeners to a lecture that was equal to the most 
exacting demands, and worthy of its claims of inspiration, for never in 
the writer's experience—which dates back to about 1880, at Marylebone 
Hall, London, where he first heard Mr. Wallis—has he listened to 
a lecture of such surprising power and tranecendant eloquence that was 
sustained from the opening sentence to the closing words without 
break or falter, The basio facts of Spiritualism were grasped in a con- 
crete volume, and hurled at the stubborn sceptic like the opening of a 
cannonade that enforced surrender ; while the pathetic appeal to senti- 
ments of love, to our adoration of the good and the great that could be 
satisfied with nothing short of re-union with the so-called dead, and 
the solidarity of the human race, brought a flow of tearsfrom many who 
came in doubt and wonder. These acknowledgments I have to make 
for the good work done.—A. J. S. 

Binwinauam. Oozells Streetp—Evening: Mr. Kuibb addressed a 
large audience on “The Rejected Corner Stone“ (1 Peter, chap. ii.) The 
discourse was listened to with marked attention and appreciation of 
the impressive and powerful manner in which it was dealt with. Very 
_ Buccessful paychometry, 


i 


aof | Buchau. Smothwick:—Anniversary in the Public Hall. The 


' Ministering 


great improvement on last year, Mm. Groom spoke 
on „ in hor usual lucid and &loquent manner. 
Afternoon: Mr, Tibbitts dealt in a plain and practical manner with 

“Where are the dead, or Spiritualism explained?” Evening: Mra. 

Groom's guides discoursed on ‘Why has Spiritualism come to Man- 
kind?" to an audience of over a thousand, The speaker referred to 
the Church , whose programme of twenty-four inches only 

e line dealing with Spirituality, the remainder being 

io, sh that the Church was unable to deal 

| Spiritual wants of 40 

had come to fill the void, 88. 
eral Phelps aud Mr. G. E. Aldridge, for presiding ; 

and to Mr. Morrall for presiding at the piano and 
Every credit is due to the committee and hon. 

ng efforts were crowned with success,—G. R. H., 52, 
—Afternoon: Mr. G. Edwards 


y Pick) lowed with clairvoyance, 
: ate peste of song “The 


afterwards showing 
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a pe 
East Parade,—Mr, A. Kitson spoke on“ What must I 


make their services more musical it would bring about better con 

ditions. Wo have them pretty often and our room is always filled to 

overflowing.—R, B. 

BLACKBURN, Northgate.—Mr. Lawton's guides replied to the 

charge that Spiritualists hold intercourse with devils. We wish the 
reverend vicar liad been present to have heard some of the so-called 
“devils” deliver an address that would put to shame some of our 
clergymen with their big salaries, who have to study six days what 
they will say on the seventh, Some difficult questions were clearly 
answered, giving satisfaction. Miss Bailey was most successful in 
describing spirit friends. Our room was crowded at night, which 
speaks well for Spiritualism in Blackburn.—C. H. 

Borron. Bradford Street.—Mrs. Brooks did right well. After 
short addresses on Twill not be long our journey here” and “ Work, 
for the night is coming,” a good number of clairvoyant descriptions 
were given, in some cases accompanied by advice. Her little guide 
deserves to be successful for the honest and truthful manner in which 
she describes the surroundings. The chairman (Mr. Ormerod) announced 
that in all 19 descriptions had been given and 13 recognised. I hear 
that anadditionalone was recognised after the meeting. Bravo, little 
“Daisy ! — B. T, 

Braprorp. 448, Manchester Road.—Mrs, Thornton’s guides gave 
very able discourses on “Thou, O God, abide with me,“ the evening 
subject being taken from the hymn. Good clairvoyance.—J. A. 

BricHovse. Martin Street.—Although Mrs. France had a severe 
cold, her guides spoke very ably on “Life and death,” and, to a very 
good audience, on “Spiritualism wersus Christianity,” giving satisfac- 
tion to all. Clairvoyance. Next Saturday: A Lyceum fruit banquet 
at 7 p.m. Adults, 6d. ; children, 8d. A cordial invitation to all. 

URNLEY, Guy Street.—Mrs, Russell gave interesting lectures 

and remarkable clairvopance,—G, E. B. 

Borxtey, Robinson Street.—Mrs. J. M. Smith's guides spoke on 
“The Sabbath,” and answered written questions from the audience. 
Clairvoyance followed. The members have decided that on and after 
Sunday, October 15, collections shall be substituted for the usual charge 
at the door.— W. Harrison. 

Bonxkkx. 102, Padiham Road.—Mrs, Heyes' guides gave elevating 
discoursea on “Spiritualism and Christianity” and “Spiritualism a 
True Religion.” Much appreciated by good audiences. Very good clair- 
voyance, Special collections in aid of distress cases that come under 
our notice, We thank all contributore—James Wilkinson. 

Bunr.—We were very successful in opening our new room last 
Sunday, and if the numbers present and the interest they seemed to 
take in the proceedings was anything to go by, it will soon be too small. 
Mr, Nuttall's guides spoke on the “Spirit Land ” with his usual success, 
and Misa Ashworth, of Rawtenstall, gave the phenomenal part of the 
programme with success. Will Spiritualists and friends please note 
that we are having a social evening next Saturday to help clear of the 
furnishing debt?—A. N. 

CaRDIr¥.—Mr. T. Timson gave addresses on “The Constitution of 
Man and “ Spiritual Gifts,” followed by clairvoyant and psychometric 

escriptions, Good audiences. Meetings were also held on Monday 
and Tuesday evenings.—E. A. om 

Danwen.—Mra. J. A. Stansfield related How she became a Spiri- 
tualist.“ A fair audience was much interested. Her evening discourse 
on “The Bible” was much liked. We hope it will not be long before 
HER mam again. A potato piè supper aud entertainment on Nov. 

Dewspury. — Thursday, Oct. 5: Enjoyable meeting. Short 
addresses by locals, instructive and full of assurance of spirit return. 

Clairvoyant descriptions also given. Sunday: Mrs. Crossley’s guides 
spoke earnestly on “Is Spiritualism in accordance with the Bible?” and 
If man lives shall he also die?” 
_ FOLESHILL, 
Miss Lucy Carpe 
it—a minister in earth life—telling how he taught the people of 


a oyant descriptions 
ext Sunday, Harvest Thanksgiving 
L — . st p è 


ingsboro’ 
are the dead?” 


HALIFAX. —Mra. E poke to crowded audiences on “ Why 
L. tho dead amongst the living?” and pave remarkable clairvoyant 
iptions. We are surprised ab our friends leaving ua for the 
Church when such eloquent discourses are delivered from our 
j so when both doctrines are identical, with the ex- 


KEIGHLEY. 
do to be saved?“ We were pleased to see a number of fresh faces in 


the crowded audience. I have no doubt the speaker will cause the 
people to think. Collections for the starving (minera) children, at Batley 
Carr, and £1 4s. 7d. was entrusted to Mr. Kitson for distribution, 

Leicester. Liberal Club, Town Hall Sq.—Mondny, Oct. 2; 
Seventy members and friends sat down to a coffee supper and spent n 
very sociable evening. Recitations, duets, and songs were given by the 
Misses Smith, Mr. Clark, Mr, Smith, and Master Tom Ross, The Sun. 
day's collection, proceeds of coffee supper, and sale of fruit, total, 
£4 Os, 24d. to go to the hall funds. Sunday evening, Oct. 8, Mr, 
Swinfield’s trance address on “ Are all men equal in their birth ““ way 
much appreciated. Never has the hall been filled before to hear a local 
medium, Clairvoyance given, Mr. Smith and friends gave an anthem, 

Maccresrienp, — “The Stepping-stones to Spiritualism,” and 
“Spiritualism as a Stepping-stone were Mr. Tetlow's subjects, being 
grand expositions of the philosophy of Spiritualism, enjoyable alike to 
Spiritualists and investigators. Successful psychometric testa. Mr, 
Tetlow in a pleasing manner named Dorothy Simpson, the spirit name 
being Love.“ Please remember, Mr. E. W. Wallis, next Sunday. 

MANCHESTER. Ardwick, Tipping Street.—Mr. J, Gibson, of 
Pendleton, His controls spoke well on “ Spiritualism, the uplifter of 
the human family,” aud “The Coming Social Revolution.” Remark- 
ably accurate psychometry. Clairvoyant descriptions at each meeting, 
P.S.—In reply to Mrs. Green’s remarks, will you allow me to abate that 
the error is not on the part of the Manchester Society, nor did it arise 
through a change of secretaries, In fairness to myself os cor. sec., will 
you kindly insert this? Friends, please note, our public circle will in 
future be held every Wednesday evening instead of Tuesday. October 
18, Mrs. Hyde. 

MANCHESTER. Psychological Hall, Collyhurst Road.—Mr. Lomax, 
of Darwen, discoursed on “ Where have our fathers gone? and “Truth, 
Beauty, Justice, and Peace,” showing the necessity of cultivating those 
inherent principles in our nature, which will help us to govern our lives 
and live up to a higher standard of spirituality, Successful clair- 
voyance, all but one recognised. Large and appreciative audiences. 

MANCHESTER. Openshaw, Granville Hall.—We were sorry Mrs. 
Rennie was ill and unable to attend, but hope she will soon recover. 
Mr, Weaver delivered an earnest address on Light and Life from the 
Spirit World” to a large audience, Miss Emily Walker gave good 
psychometry and clairvoyance. Large after-circle opened and closed by 
Mrs, Howard, who gave a short address,—J. H. L. 

Mancuesrer, Pendleton,—We were pleased to again hear Mrs, M. 
H. Wallis give excellent spiritual discourses on “ Real Life in the Spirit 
World” and Human Progress, its Foundation and Faults.” Great 
attention and interest seemed to pervade all assembled. Five good 
clairvoyant delineations after each lecture.—H. T. 

Newson. Bradley Fold.—Mr. Walsh discoursed ably upon “ Spiri- 
tualism or Religion of the Spirit” and“ The Phenomena of Spiritual- 
ism.” Clairvoyance good. Audience moderate. 
NEWcASTLE-ON-TyNE.—Miss Berkshire, of South Shields, delivered 
an address, entitled “ Man a Being Destined for Eternity,” which gave 
general satisfaction.—R. E. : 

Newrort (Mon.), Portland Street.—A trance address by Mr. F. T. 
Hodson’s guides on “The Standard of Appeal,” to a very attentive 
audience. Clairvoyance all recogoised.—W. H, J. 

Nezwrort (Mon.). Spiritual Institute.—Mr. Wayland's guides 
gave an address on “ Yearning of the spirit for love, sympathy, and 
rest.” —J. F. W. 

NOETHAMPTON.—October 1: Mr. Ashby had very fair meetings 
both afternoon and night. 8; Meetings conducted by local mediume, 
Mrs. Walker spoke with her usual force. The committee decided to 
hand over the collections (£1) to the Miners’ Relief Fund. 

NortincHam. Masonic Hall.—Good audiences ted the ever- 
popular Mrs, Britten, and were delighted with the brilliant manner in 
which she dealt with the subjects, Morning, “The New Religion.” At 
night about twelve written questions were sent up, nine of which were 
answered in a way both instructive and interesting. But if Mrs. 
Britten were not worth listening to, her ever-changing expression and 
attitudes would rivet the attention. We look forward to her next 
visit.—J. F. H. 

Nortonam. Morley Hall.—Mrs. Barnes's controla spoke morn- 
ing and evening. The party passed off very favourably, all things 
considered, and left a balance of 18s. 3d, to the funds.—J. W. B. 

Oha. Temple, P.S.A.—The Borough String Band, under the 
able conductorship of Mr, B. Carter, gave a musical treat to a large 
audience, Two songs, Miss L, Standring; piano solo, Mr, Fletcher. 

Mr. E. Shaw's cello solo much applauded. Mr. W. Rooke, chairman, 
made appropriate remarks, At night his inspirers gave an excellent 
lecture upon “The Light of Spiritualism.” If our cause possessed more 
speakers like Mr. Rooke, our opponents would not be able to find fault. 
Next Sunday, Mr. W. Johnson (P.S.A.). Miss Winifred Dowd, “ Angels 
ever bright and fair” and “Sing, sweet bird, sing.” Mr. 8. Pollitt, 
flute solos. Mr. A. Slater, accompanist, Saturday next, 7-30, members 
and friends’ social, Refreshments at 8-30, potato pies and coffee; 
admission 6d, 

Prestox,—Mr. Booth gave fairly successful clairvoyance, A goodly 
number present, and the society is to prove a success, We 
be glad to hear from mediums and kers for expenses only, and will 
return the compliment so far as it lies in our power.—F, Ogle, 8, New 
Hall Lane, 

Rocupate. Penn Street.—Mr. B. Plant 


true Gospel for Humanity!“ and “Spiritualiam, a religion and a 


science.” His controls handled the subjecta f 
B, Plant is booking dates for next year, 8 an Miss Jones, 
Harvest Festival. Fruit or vegetables will be thankfully received from 


friends, by Mr. Soka 8 2, Shaw's Place, 4 — Street. 
Rorrox.— good me W. vo splendid 

courses on ite e death,” and een followed by. 

clairvoyance,—J. O. 
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organist, Mr. Bell, chairman. Usual meeting, Oct. 4. On Sunday, Mr. 
W. Westgarth gave a good inspirational address on“ What must we do 
to be saved?” dealing with the Christian and Spiritualist views in a 
masterly way. A good audience. We hope to have him again soon. 

Sowrnur Brroce,—Miss Cotterill spoke to a full house on“ Death 
the Doliverer,“ in her usual excellent style, and gave striking tests in 
psychometry, which were much appreciated.—G. H. 

Srockrort, Mrs, Lamb's control related his experiences of spirit 
life and hia disappointment at not finding a condition of things his 
theory had led him to expect, At night an immense meeting, many 
turned away. A stirring discourse on “The night is far spent and day 
is about to dawn,“ having reference to the great progress in true 
spirituality. Clairvoyance and psychometry excellent.—T. E. 

WAKEFIELD, Baker's Yard, Kirkgate.— Mr. Dawson gave his 
experience and spoke on“ God moves in a mysterious way” to a good 
audience. We regret he is leaving platform work, and hope he will 
soon take it up again.—J. Dunn. J 

WaLsALL. Central Hall.— Mr. T. Postlethwaite, for the first time 
A here, gave good lectures on “Man-made Gods” and ‘* Psychic Science.” 

Very good psychometry at each service. Special collections for the 
Cottage Hospital. ù 
i WAKEFIELD. Barstow Square,—A thoroughly excellent day with 
Mr. and Mrs. G. Galley. Addresses, clairvoyance, and psychometry all 
equally good, Crowded audience, Spiritualism is creating great atten- 
tion here, and we must have more room, as many who come cannot 
eb in, 
5 Watsatt. Temperance Hall.—Monday, October 2, a party of 
Spiritualists and friends, including Mr. and Mrs, Barr and family, had a 
very enjoyable evening, the provisions being supplied by Mr. G. E. 
Aldridge, The tables were tastefully decorated with ferns and other 
plants 12 Barr. After tea, songs, recitations, etc., rendered by 
Messrs. Barr, Bennett, Holmes, and on, and Misses Booth, M. Car- 
rington, Smith, and Coleman, were much appreciated. Games and 
. dancing, Miss Carrington, Mr. J. Slater, and Mr. J. Aldridge (violinist) 
i supplied the musical portion. A repetition is expected.—l. J. K. 

Reoxtyep Late.—Rochdale, Regent Hall: Miss Walker delivered 
able addresses to large audiences, and gave clairvoyance. The choir 
rendered a chant very effectively. Lyceum: An interesting discussion 
showed that it is essential for people to become Spiritualists that they 
should be moral, as immorality retards progress, Thanks to Mr. 
Hilton.—Bradford, Temperance Hall: Miss Ramsden spoke fairly well. 
Clairvoyance good, clear, and definite. Congregations increasing.— 
Ossett: Miss Crowther gave very good addresses and clairvoyance. 
Good audience. 


THE OHILDREN’S PROGRESSIVE LYCEUM. 

Hortimwoop.—Recitations by E. Fieldin, J. Howard, Ada Smith, 
M. Linley, A. Stott, Henry Dunkerley, and J. Murray. Conductor, 
Miss Halkyard. Vory Rood seasions.—E, Dunkerley. 

Kercutry. East Parade.—Tea and entertainment last Saturday, 
in recognition of the re-opening of the Lyceum. Mr. A. Kitson, sec, 

of the Lyceum Union, delivered an able address on "The need of a 
Lyceum.” Sunday morning: We formally opened and the usual routine 

was gone through. Mr. Kitson, conductor. A most successful start 
was made, over 60 persons taking part, and Mr. J. J. Morse delivered a 
short address. In the afternoon Mr. Kitson further instructed us. 


Road.—Good attendance, Recitations 
| Poll aud Emily Garner. Mr, George u, 
hase 155 buted lessons on astronomy to the Lyceum Banner, kindly 
d onn 

night, and 
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BRADFORD. Harker Street, Bowling.—Annual meat tea, Saturday, 
Nov, 4, at 4-30; 9d., children 4d. After tea, Mr. Moulson. All are 
cordially invited. 


Danwex.—15, Mr. B. Plant; 22, Mr. Mayoh and Miss L. Pickup; 
29, Mr. Swindlehurat. 

Dewspury.—Saturday, Oct. 14, tea at 5, entertainment at 7-30, in 
aid of the Lyceum. Friends from neighbouring districts welcome. 
Tickets, adults 6d., children 3d., entertainment 2d, 

Hrywoop,—Oct. 15 : Mr. W. H. Wheeler. At 2-30, “Spiritualism 
and Christianity, At 6-30, “ Spiritualism, its uses and abuses,” 22, 
Mr. J. B. Tetlow ; 29, Mra. Crossley. 

Keicuizy, Temple.— 15, Mr. J. Lund; 22, Mias Jones; 29, Mrs. 
Craven. 

LANCASHIRE Lyceum Demoxstration,—Lyceums desirous of tak- 
ing part in next year's demonstration, at Royton, on Whit-Friday, are 
invited to send two delegates to a meeting at Cobden Street Hall, 
Pendleton, Saturday, Oct. 28. Tea at 5 pm, meeting afterwards, 
Friends wishful to attend are welcome, Trams leave Deansgate to 

Pendleton Town Hall (close to hall) every few minutes, Delegates are 
requested to send their names on or before Wednesday, Oct. 25, to J. 
B. Longstaff, hon. sec., 28, Caton Street, Moss Side, Manchester. 

LIVERPOOL. Daulby Hall,—Oct. 15, 11 am, Mr, J, J. Morse, of 
London, “Intermittent Lives”; 6-30, “The Blessings of Death.” 
Oct, 22; Lyceum anniversary at 2-30 and 6-30; Lyceum exercises, 
recitations, marching, songs, etc., short addresses, distribution of prizes. 
Debating Society: Oct. 18, debate at 8, “ Phrenology,” Mr. E. Allen 
and Mr. Scott Anderson. 

Maccvesrie.p.—Oct, 15; Mr. E. W, Wallis. 
New Bible.“ Evening, Practical Salvation.“ 

Mancuester, Corner of Junction Street, Hulme.— A Spiritualist 
meeting room will be opened by Mr. E. W. Wallis and Mra, Moss on 
Monday, Oct. 23, at 8 p.m, Chairman, Mr. W. Lamb. A public circle, 
will also be held on Thursdays at 8 p.m., and Sundays at 6-30. 
ductor, Mr. W. Lamb. 

MANCHESTER. Psychological Hall, Collyhurst Road.—Ocb, 15: 
A Musical Cantata at 2-30 and 6-30, “The Flower Gatherers.“ Mr. 
Pearson, of Pendlebury, will discourse on “ The Origin and Growth of 
Fruits and Flower“ The hall will be tastefully decorated. Miss 
Rotherham at the harmonium, and will conduct the music.—J. B. 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.—Oct, 15: Mr, F. Hepworth, two services. 
Saturday, Tea Party at 6, and Concert at 7-30. Mr. Hepworth will 
appear in some of his comic characters, also several other friends. 
Tickets, 9d. Concert only, 3d. 

NEwcastLe-On-Tyng.—Noy. 13: The winter session of lecturing 
will be opened at Albert House, Ellison Place, by Mr. W. H. 
Robinson. Subject: The Scientific Aspects of Modern Spirit Influx.” 

Newport. Spiritual Temple, Portland Street.— Oct. 22: Mra J. 
M. Smith, of Leeds; at 3 p.m., God's Angels; at 6-30, subject from 
the audience, Monday, Public Tea at 5-30 p.m, Mrs. J. M. Smith will 
give a night of clairvoyance and psychometry. Tickets for tea and 

lecture, 1s. Shall be pleased to see Cardiff friends. 

OLDHAM. Bartlam Place.— Harvest Festival, Oct. 15, at 3 and 
6-80, Gifts and contributions invited. Mr. Rooke, at 3, The a 
are the reapers ; at 6-50, “The gleaning of the spiritual harvest.” 

Roonpate. Penn Street.— end Festival, Oct. 16; speaker, 
Miss Jones. Tea and hot water provided. Gifts of fruit and vege- 
tables will be thankfully received by Mr. J. T. Ramm, 2, Shaw's Place. 

Wausau. Central Hall.— 22: Mr. Timson, two services, 

YORKSHIRE FEDERATION.—Quarterly meetings of the delegates and 
friends in the hall of Milton Rooms, Westgate, Bradford, Sun- 
day, October 15, egates and speakers will meet at 10-30 to plan 
speakers for the coming month, revise the rules of the union, and to 
make i arrangements for the afternoon conference, at 2 p.m., 
when Mr, W. Stanafield wil! introduce the subject of “ The urgency and 
need of increased activity and extended usefulness of our organisation 
during the coming winter in building up local causes and in opening out 
new centres of spiritual truth.“ Discussion open to all Spiritualist 
workers in Yor At 6 p.m,a great public meeting will be 
addressed by officers and workers in the Federation, including Mr. T. 
Craven (of „ president; Messrs. J, Armitage (Dewsbury), Row- 
ling and Parker (Bradford), and others. Collections at Conference and 
evening meeting. Refreshmenta served at 12-80 and 4-30, at Gd. A 
cordial 8 is ey to all "Ayers A germs = a 7 77 
ps Letters of sympathy or inqu mptly at to by Mr. 

, Stansfield, secretary, Bromley Street, danging Heaton, Dewsbury, 
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Snort Rxronrs Oxtx, nert week, will much oblige. 
3 Abpnurss hs of secretaries are again crowded out, owing 
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“THe WESTMINSTER GazettE” publishes some silly reports of inter- 
views with mediums. Any one can ridicule and make much ont of 
trifles. The reportera saw what they went to see and no more, that 
is all. 

We cannot too strongly insist, in season and out of season, on the 
naturalness, the sanity, the sweet reasonableness of spirit life and spiritual 
verities, as against the distortions and banalities, of which Mrs. 
Besant’s “Death nud After“ is a fair specimen. 

Miss A. Jongs, R. A. M., is prepared to teach pupils the pianoforte 
at their own homes, or at 16, Kelsall Street, West Gorton, Manchester, 
Terms moderate. Misa Jones is well qualified, and we feel confident 
will give satisfaction. She should be kept busy. 

One CrencyMan is reported to have advised people at the late 
Church Congress to be diplomatic rather than honest! The time was 
taken up with anything and everything bub practical work for human 
welfare and social salvation, 

Mr, J. Surg, of Chesterfield Road, Stavely, writes: “I feel it my 
duty to let every one know of the good I have received from Mr. R. 
Foster. He has e a new man of me. I was suffering from the 
liver and bad indigestion and nervous debility, and I had tried all the 
doctors round about for many miles and could not get relief.” 

“Nano,” the poem by Mr. H. Hunt, which purports to describe 
the adventures of the sixth Emperor of Rome in Darkest Hades during 
nearly 2,000 years, is now ready—or rather the first book is—price 2s 6d. 
It can be had of Mr, Hunt, 6, Ladbroke Crescent, Ladbroke Grove, 

Notting Hill, London, W. 
SPEAKERS aud mediums should send their names and addresses to 
Mr. T. Taylor, hon. secretary of the National Federation, 12, Park 
Avenue, Cheetham Hill, Munchester, for publication in The Two Worlds 


ENQuiners AND INVESTIGATORS desiring advice and assistance should 
write to Mr. J. Allen, 14, Berkley Terrace, White Post Lane, Manor 
Park, Essex, Hon. Sec. Spiritualists’ International Corresponding Society, 

DR. CurorD, in a recent debate, contended that. errors exist in 
the Bible, and that the theory of verbal inspiration is the cause of half 
the scepticism of the present day. Mr. Urquhart maintained the 
inerrancy of the Scriptures, and shrewdly enquired, “ Where will you 
find your Christ if you have not got reliable gospels!’ That the gospela 
are not accurate is now proven to every open mind, and hence the 

infallible Christ goes with them, The discussion was reported in the 
Christian Commonwealth. When Christians openly dispute about the 
Bible there is hope for freedom forall. Mr. Urquhart delivered himself 
into the hands of hia opponent by admitting that there was a “mistake” 
in the passages which make Ahaziah 22 in one place and 42 in another 
when he came to the throne. 

Tae Grand OLD “ Banner or Liar“ opened its seventy-fourth 
volume on Sept, 9th, and has entered upon its 37th year of publication, 


| After enumerating some of many good works accomplished, the Editor 


writes:“ In this increasing consciousness of service done and permanent 
good achieved, The Banner finds the chief recompense of its labours, 
Greater reward there is none, To have wrought faithfully and in all 
sincerity for the highest benefit of others, through good and evil report, 
in the face of obstacles unexpected and uncounted, still confiding and 
still persisting, is a record of which none need be ashamed, Through 
varying vicissitudes and changes this work has beon wrought, until 
The Banner has reached the present epoch, wherein it becomes 
necessary that it should admonish all good and true Spiritualists—now 
that it has opened to-day yet another volume—thatit needs and should 


have them take a deep interest in extending its circulation—deeper than 


ever hefore—if they desire ib shall be as useful in the future as it has 
been in the past.“ We congratulate our contemporary on its long and 
useful career and trust the wishes of its veteran editor will be fully 
realised in a large increase in its subscription list, 

“ BORDERLAND.” —A useful, perliaps a notable effort, but Mr. Stead 
has hardly done justice to the patient, brave, and true-hearted 
Spiritualists of the past thirty or forty years, He, however, is called to 
service in his turn, and for him we hope and believe all things. He is 
a strong man—swift, keen, aud devoted to ideals. The possible rift in 
the lute is in the direction of his singular combination of obstinacy and 
impressionability, He is almost sure to be “sold” by some of the 
people who are playing the game behind the veil. “Julia” made a 
good shot ab the result of the Newcastle election, and Mr, Stead's 
journalistic instinct makes him hungry for a tip. “Julia” followed up 
her success by writing through his hand, “Now that you have proof 
that I am able to foresee some things, perhaps you will be less unbelie- 
ving. I will often be able to tell you things in time for you to make 
greab use of them, but you must believe.” That points directly to 
journalistic news—say, the earliest intelligence from the seat of war. 
Mr. Stead will not be able to resist it, A war correspondent costing 
nothing, unshootable, needing no pass, and bound to be first is priceless. 
But you must believe.“ That is at once Mr. Stead's temptation and 
his danger signal.—J. P. Hopps in The Coming Day.” 

CORDIAL AND APPRECIATIVE.—The following letter, sent to Mr. Jas. 
Robertson, of Glasgow, speaks for itself: “ Apeldoorn, September 8th, 
1893. My dear friend,—If I could have expected that my opinion 
could have any value for you, I would have thanked you long ago for 
the pleasure you have procured me by your most valuable treatise on 
The Rise and Progress of Modern Spiritualism in England,” with the 
review of the experience of eminent Spiritualists, T am really proud 
that I may call such an eminent and ardent worker in our cause my 
friend. Would to God we had many such in all countries of the world! 
But many who have the talents have not got the time, and many who 
have the time have not got the talents, or the energy, or the courage. If 
we had a record of every nation about the rise and progress in each of 
them, as you gave us one of England, what a costly volume ib would 
make, The world would be astonished. I did not mention your treatise 
in my paper, because most of my readers don’t read or buy English 
books, ay our Father in heaven give you a long life, and may His 
angels inspire you to go on writing and publishing how glorious our 
cause, how certain its victory for the welfare of mankind !—With 
warmest feelings of affectionate love, your frieud and brother, 
Van Stranten, editor of Spiritualisich Weekblad, Holland.” 

To Corkesvonpents.—T. W. O.; You probably need some fresh 
sitters in your circle, Your mediumship requires time and patience for 
its development. W. O. P.: Weare not aware of any physical mediums 
residing in Birmingham. Possibly Mr, Smyth, 77, Stratford Road, 
could help you. Perey Smyth: “ Psychologised” is a word which indi- 
cates that a person's thoughts, sympathies, and actions are dominated 
by another individual who has obtained considerable influence over him 
or her, Such, for instance; as the “contidence trick man or woman 
gains over the shopkeeper, or the salesman over the customer, by will- 
force, suggestion, or “ compelling” voice and eye, subjugating the sensi- 
tive, and, in modern parlance, hypnotising them, A Visitor: Too late, 
Crowded out, J. Harkness : Robert Dale Owen aud his friends held 


in a few weeks time. Those who desire to describe their phases of 
mediumship can do so by enclosing six penny stamps for every eight 
words, name and address free. 

Bricaron.—Out-door work on the far-famed “Level.” Allowed 
to speak from Secularists“ platform a few minutes, and promised to 
address them again next Sunday, Will be glad to be helped by any 
sympathisers, To-day one young man followed me, earnestly enquiring 
after the truth. He had been reading Borderland, but wanted 

` privilege of admission to séance,—B. H. 

Manopesten DEAN Society opened on Tuesday, when Mr. 
E. W. Wallis spoke on “Spiritualism a Challenge to the World,” and 
officers and committee were elected. Tuesday next, Mr. Leonard Hall, 
at 8 prompt, on “Socialism Scientific and Ethical,” at Corbridge's 
Café, Lever Street, off Piccadilly. All welcome. Mr, Hall is well 
worth hearing, He is aclever debater, 

*Corteys BROAD-Tuobahr Lisrary”’ is the title given to a series 
of p tracta, “How to raise the spirits of the dead,” “ Reincarnation,” 
"The Philosopher's Stone,“ and three by Mrs. Richmond on The 
Symbols of the letter M,” “The Trinity,“ and “The Cross,” Mr. 
Copley also publishes a penny monthly called the Mystical World, His 
address is Canning Town, London, E. These tracts will be read with 
pleasure by Mra. Richmond's admirers, 

Bory is looking up. The Showman declares he killed Spiritualism 
there, but itis more alive than ever. During the past few months, 

‘services have been held in a small room, and now more commodious 
premises have been secured in Georgiana Street, capable of seating 200 
or 300 persons. The new room was opened on Sunday last. The large 
audiences seemed intelligent, and much interest was manifested. The 
committee and members appear to be pulling together excellently, and 
the writer feels confident that our movement will, ere long, have estab- 
lished a thorough hold in the town.—Com. 

A Hauyrep House ix Wares.—The Western Mail devoted a 


ublished 
ucational 


ment, upon unregistered practitioners. I. 
with a vengeance, and would render all mediuins liable to fine or im- 
manifestations, but 


prisonment who, 
i l „ We recommend all those who desire to preserve the 


a py of Mr. Younger’s Journal for October, and 
: ent this coercive proposal becoming law. 
‘Alofas Co., 20, New Oxford Street, London, W.C. 

È TARIR BRETHREN elsewhere, Heywoud friends have had to 
it places they could get, owing to local bigotry and prejudice, 
} that a more desirable and beautiful building I 
t in the cause than the one that is to serve na their 
ati It was built at a cost of some £800 for a high school, 

with Gothic roof and central spire, and will seat about 
Jur friends have purchased it very cheaply, and thus 
| secure b orders to quit. On Saturday they 
t with un excellent Serb ate ars) from Bury, 
F places being presen ce of entertainers, 
kept the audience in a perfect roar of laughter with his 
we left very reluctantly with “ God speed the cause at 
compliment and thank you for the continued 
r paper.“ You are decidedly up to date, and 


7 J, Knight, 44, Bullock Street, Bolton, 


thirty-nine successive meetings without obtain 
on the fortieth occasion were well rewarded for th 


J. P. Hopps's “ What would the Agaostic have!" at 2d, 
Many thanks for youra, Yes, We should like to know, 


IN MEMORIAM, 


The members of the Blackburn Society, meeting at Freckleton 
| Street, are sorry to bave to reporb . of Mra, Ingham, 
grandmother of our brothers Edwarda ; of Albert Bromley, son of 
Alfred Bromley, whose wife and baby passed away onl i 

ve him 
boring words “we know“ they still live and love, and that rere 
can 


ago, We sorrow with him in bia loss, bub yet woul 


earth is worth living oub, not in despair, but in joy to know 
still return to cheer and comfort in tho darkest night—R, B. 


patience. Probably 
the conditions of the place are not favourable. Sectarians who believe 
in “the blood” and expect to go to “glory,” never to return, do not 

rovide favourable psychic surroundings for spirit-return, J. Slater, J. 

arrison, E. A. Bingham : MSS received. Cannot use for a few weeks. 
G. W. Blyth: Too fully engaged for private correspondence. Read 
“Combe's Constitution of Man ;" he answers all your points. Sve alao 
Mary Gray 


| 


